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Striving and Transforming — The History of Hong Kong Industry exhibition
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Hong Kong is home to many industries. Is there one that is right
for you? This Guide to Hong Kong Industry can help you find out.
We have selected some industries and designed small tests to
discover which industry you like the best!
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Setting Sail:
The Shipbuilding and Repair Industry

EERRPHNRAIRRBEERR @ RHUEB FEMWBMESR
#5 - EIRRD  IRDBMF PRIERHBIBM B S A5 IS5 ?
The earliest modern industry in Hong Kong was the shipbuilding and
repair industry, which provided supply and maintenance services to
ocean-going ships. Do you know which two well-known dockyards in
early Hong Kong are pictured here?
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The shipbuilding and repair industry created a large
number of job opportunities. When Whampoa Dock
hired thousands of workers at the end of the 19th
century, Hung Hom soon developed into another
densely populated area in Kowloon.
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Necessities and Delicacies:
The Food Industry
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Many foreign merchants generated profits by importing raw materials,
such as sugar cane, on their own fleets of ships and then using them to
produce commodities for export. At the same time, Chinese merchants
established companies to produce all kinds of food. Do you know which
of these products were made by foreign companies and which were
made by Chinese companies?
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A key factor for jobseekers is the employee benefits on offer. This was
also true in the past, as the example of the Taikoo Sugar Refinery shows.
Free schools, clinics and recreational facilities were located near the
factory, and these attracted many Chinese to join the company.

© KE§§§%E
HK Archtve Servﬁf¥gﬁﬁ
ohn Swire & Son (HK) Ltg



TE=ZEN—1tilmEE
It’s Got the Looks:
The Cosmetics Industry
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Its refreshing fragrance makes its SHUBEESEN  BREAESHEDRSNESR -
EEENDILM - RERRAXE | perfect for the summer. After the success of Kwong Sang Hong, which was established in
B I Ve 10 @lpiplyy melssup Q 1905 in Hong Kong, many Chinese-funded cosmetics brands
and it also nourishes the skin. ) .
sprang up. Society as whole promoted the use of domestic products
at this time and local cosmetics brands soon became popular.
Imagine you are a salesperson, and want to recommend .
0 £ 85 B B R B0 56 52 3k Be #2 R suitable products to meet your customers’ needs. =
BEBRIM -
It can straighten your hair to
match your Hawaiian shirt. Q
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Many cosmetics companies set up booths at the Exhibition of
Hong Kong Products (today’s Hong Kong Brands and Products
Expo). Are you creative and stylish? Then maybe you will be
interested in this industry.
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Threading the Needle:
The Cotton Spinning Industry

BH R LA
Cotton Mill Workers Wanted
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Cotton mill workers need to be clever and skilful. Match the name of the cotton
spinning process with the right description to see if you can do this job!

a.fBfy b.BTE c.lilB d.78E e.MBF £ HIF

a.Spinning b.Blowing c.Carding d.Cone winding e.Roving f.Drawing
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Clean up impurities in the raw cotton.

2. 3 EI I 1R 1% O A AEE 2 M1 -

Send the cotton to the carding machine to make the fibers
arranged more evenly and orderly.

3. BeZSIRIRIRHADS °
Combine 6 to 8 carded slivers.
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Attenuate the combined slivers and wind them around the bobbin.

- 1% 28 715 HE R 16 22 1ep R AB 4D BD RO AR o

The machine further attenuates the slivers into fine yarn.
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Wind the yarn into a large capacity cone for the loom to weave into cloth.
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- The political turmoil in China in the post-war period

& A prompted many Chinese entrepreneurs from the
mainland to bring their capital and technology to Hong
Kong. Several built cotton spinning mills here, and by
1965 Hong Kong was ranked third in the world for
cotton textile exports by volume.
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Cotton mills paid a stable wage, and some
factories also arranged regular doctor’s visits and
implemented fire prevention measures to ensure
the health and safety of the workers.

Courtesy of CHAT
(Centre for Heritage, Arts and Textile)
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Unlimited Art : The Handicraft Industry
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Because it was very easy to import the raw materials and attract a large
number of craftsmen from mainland China, ivory carving in Hong Kong
experienced swift and energetic development in the 1960s and 1970s.
Do you know what these ivory products were used for?

RTRENCEY  RIBHBIR202 FE
=ERR - B ERRBMBEME ERIEM
REZ &R -

At the end of 2021, there will be a complete ban on the
ivory trade to protect endangered animals. The traditional
carving skills demonstrated by the craftsmen can still be

appreciated from an artistic perspective.
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A Sunthetic World: The Plastics Industry
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Plastics emerged as a new raw material after the
Second World War and are still widely used in
industrial products because they are relatively
cheap and very durable. Do you know which
company made these plastic products? Please

write the item number under the manufacturing
company on the right.
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Star Brush Manufacturing Co. (later renamed Star Industrial Co.) was

established in 1949. Its plastic products under the Red A brand name
quickly became very popular and remains a well-known plastics brand
locally today.
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Feature Story: Childhood Memories
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Today, the more work experience you have, the better chances you get a job.
After the Second World War, however, many children in Hong Kong had little
choice but to work, either toiling away invisibly in family-run cottage factories
or helping with outsourced factory tasks at home. What are these child
labourers doing? Do they bring back any of your childhood memories?
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Feature Story: Interview with a “Factory Girl”
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(A) were well equipped, like

hotels. This was appealing to girls who were
just starting out on their working lives.
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“Factory girls” became a significant social phenomenon in Hong Kong after the
Second World War. Mostly from simple backgrounds, factory girls were smart
and hardworking women, who were also financially independent. They made
an important contribution to society in two ways: they used their income to
support their families, and they also played a major role in the growth and
success of Hong Kong industry. Find out more about them by completing the

interview below.

(B) BIENBE& 2R
MBETE  MAALILERFIROXES -

Working hours at (B) were long.
You often had to work overtime. The job was
better paid than an office job.

BEEAVBRTIE S/t
(C) EZ BBER -

Many of my friends attended classes at

(C) after work in order to pursue
their dreams.
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